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CROW CACOPHONY 


UW team eavesdrops on crows in Bothell wetland 


MIKE SIEGEL / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Thousands and thousands of crows roost for the night after converging at the UW Bothell campus just after sunset every day. A team 
from the University of Washington is studying the crows, which spend their nights at this nearby wetland. 


By SANDI DOUGHTON 
Seattle Times science reporter 


OTHELL — If a congrega- 
tion of crows is called a 
murder, then the nightly 


gathering at North Creek Wet- 
lands could be described as a 


massacre. 


More than 16,000 of the birds 


converge on the streamside 


thickets every evening, descend- 
ing in a raucous whirlwind of 


feathers, claws and rushing 


black shadows. Picture Tippi 
Hedren being mobbed in Alfred 
Hitchcock’s horror masterpiece 
“The Birds.” Subtract the malice 
— but multiply the intensity by a 


hundred — and you've got a 


sense of what it’s like to stand in 


the midst of the maelstrom. 


Students at the adjacent UW 
Bothell campus dash between 
buildings to avoid being spat- 
tered. The cacophony of caws is 
so loud it drowns out the roar of 
Interstate 405 a scant quarter- 
mile away. 

“It’s really spectacular,” said 
UW Bothell biologist Douglas 
Wacker. “They’re coming from 
all directions, and the sky is just 
black with crows.” 

Intrigued by the living labora- 
tory in their backyard, Wacker 
and acoustic engineer Shima 


Abadi recently launched a proj- 
ect to eavesdrop on the birds 
and try to figure out what all the 
ruckus is about. 

Before the crows settle into 
their treetop perches for the 
night, they mill around on cam- 
pus. Big groups gather on the 


From left, 
assistant 
professor 
Shima Abadi, 
graduate 
student Andrea 
Bilotta and 
assistant 
professor 
Douglas 
Wacker set up 
recording 
devices on the 
roof of 
Discovery Hall 
at UW Bothell 
to help study 
the crows. 


rooftops and athletic fields and 
line the eaves like gargoyles. The 
din is intense — but why are the 
birds so talkative at that time of 
day? Are they greeting old 
friends? Discussing their day? 
Jockeying for dominance? 

See > CROWS, A5 
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Video: Listen to the crows 
Learn more about Bothell flock 
at seattletimes.com 


‘Time for 
change,’ 
Trump 
warns 

on Íran 


PRESIDENT STOKES 
SUPPORT FOR PROTESTERS 


Tehran blames ‘enemies’ 
for growing dissent 


By JOSH LEDERMAN 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration Tuesday threw 
the weight of the U.S. govern- 
ment behind the protesters tak- 
ing to the streets of Iran, rooting 
them on despite the risk of help- 
ing Iranian authorities dismiss a 
week of major demonstrations as 
the product of American instiga- 
tion. 

As Iran’s supreme leader ac- 
cused “enemies of Iran” of trying 
to destabilize his country, the 
State Department pressed Teh- 
ran to unblock social-media sites 
used by the protesters. It even 
offered advice to tech-savvy 
Iranians on circumventing state 
internet controls. 

President Donald Trump de- 
clared it was “time for change” in 
Iran, and other officials floated 
the possibility of additional sanc- 
tions. At the United Nations, 
Ambassador Nikki Haley sought 
a Security Council meeting to 
show support for those protest- 
ing in the Islamic Republic. 

“We want to help amplify the 
voices of the Iranian people,” 
Haley said. She appeared before 
cameras to recite the chants of 
protesters across Iran, who are 
railing against corruption, mis- 
management and economic woes 
including higher food prices. 
Haley said Iran’s claim that other 
countries were fomenting the 
unrest was “complete nonsense,” 
describing the dissent as home- 
grown. 

Borrowing from a response 
playbook it has used before, 
Iran’s government blamed the 
United States, Saudi Arabia and 
Britain for the protests. Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, the 78-year-old 
supreme leader, said Iran’s ene- 
mies were using money, weap- 
ons, politics and spies “to create 
problems for the Islamic system, 
the Islamic Republic and the 
Islamic Revolution.” 

Trump was undeterred, prais- 
ing Iranians for “finally acting 

See > IRAN, A3 


NEW CROP of Iranian 
dissenters behind protests 
> Close-up, A3 


Susan Hutchison stepping down 
as head of state’s Republican Party 


TIMING IS RIGHT, SHE SAYS 


Trump administration role 
could be next for 
former KIRO-TV anchor 


By JIM BRUNNER 
Seattle Times political reporter 

The Washington State Republi- 
can Party will be under new man- 
agement headed into the 2018 
midterm elections. 

Susan Hutchison, the former 
KIRO-TV anchor who has chaired 
the state party since 2013, an- 
nounced Tuesday she'll resign her 
position effective Feb. 5. 

She gave no specific reason for 
her departure apart from declaring 
it a good time for a transition, with 
the state GOP organization ina 
solid financial position. 

“The biggest reason is timing. 
The party is so healthy right now,” 
she said, adding that she’d served 
longer than other recent state GOP 
chairs. 

Hutchison has been floated as a 
possible candidate for an ambassa- 
dorship or other appointment in 


the administration 
of President Don- 
ald Trump. In an 

| interview, she 
declined to say 
whether she was 
under consider- 
ation. 

“As Ihave said 
many times be- 
fore, I would be 
honored to serve,” 
she said. 

Her announce- 
ment came a little more thana 
month after Republicans lost their 
majority in the state Senate. In 
2016, Washington Republicans 
also continued their record losing 
streak in gubernatorial elections 
stretching back more than three 
decades. 

The party has yet to field a can- 
didate to challenge Democratic 
U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell’s expect- 
ed bid for a fourth term this year, 
and could face a tough battle to 
hang onto the 8th Congressional 
District seat being vacated by retir- 
ing U.S. Rep. Dave Reichert, R-Au- 
burn. 


Susan Hutchi- 
son’s resigna- 
tion is effec- 
tive Feb. 5. 


SEN. ORRIN HATCH io retire, 
making room for Trump foe 
Mitt Romney to run > A4 


Nevertheless, Hutchison said 
she feels “very positive about 
2018,” expressing confidence in 
Dino Rossi’s prospects in the 8th 
and suggesting Republicans could 
take a majority in the state House, 
ending the tenure of House Speak- 
er Frank Chopp, D-Seattle. She 
pointed to races in Pierce County 
and the Olympic Peninsula as 
possible GOP pickups. 

“There is no question there is a 
lot of room for growth for the 
Republicans in this state,” she said. 

Some other state Republican 
leaders praised Hutchison’s lead- 
ership. 

“Susan took us from being com- 
pletely broke to being a healthy 
robust state party. I cannot say 
enough good things about her,” 
said Fredi Simpson, a longtime 
GOP activist and Republican Na- 
tional Committeewoman from 
Wenatchee. 

See > HUTCHISON, A4 


New drugs knock back cancer 
but trigger bizarre side effects 


IMMUNOTHERAPY 


Many doctors aren’t 


up to speed on how to spot 
a revved-up immune system 


By LAURIE MCGINLEY 
The Washington Post 

When Diane Legg began seeing 
black specks in her right eye, she 
went to an ophthalmologist near 
her home in Amesbury, Massachu- 
setts. He said she had a torn retina 
and needed laser surgery. 

Legg’s oncologist was skeptical. 
He was worried that Legg had eye 
inflammation, called uveitis, that 
was caused by an immunotherapy 
drug she had been on for advanced 
lung cancer. If so, Legg needed to 
get a far different treatment — and 


quickly — to avoid vision problems 
or blindness. 

Yet the eye doctor, sure of his 
diagnosis, performed the laser 
surgery. A few days later, when 
specks appeared in Legg’s left eye, 
it was clear she had uveitis, nota 
torn retina. When Legg finally got 
what she needed, steroid eye drops, 
the inflammation faded — but the 
specks remain, two years later. “It’s 
like I have a dirty lens,” she says. 
Her problem might have been re- 
duced with correct, prompt treat- 
ment. 

Legg, 55, is one of a growing 
number of wary veterans of power- 
ful new medications that are revo- 
lutionizing cancer treatment. Her 
therapy knocked back her cancer, 
and she’s glad she got it. But the 

See > CANCER, A10 
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